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around him, and continually performed 
above and beyond all expectations 
while in U.S. Navy. Because of his ef-
forts, the liberty of this country is 
made more secure. 
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TRIBUTE TO ADMIRAL VERN 
CLARK 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize and honor ADM 
Vern Clark, U.S. Navy, our 27th Chief 
of Naval Operations, who last week 
turned over the helm of the U.S. Navy 
to his successor. As former Secretary 
of the Navy and a member of the 
Armed Services Committee for 27 
years, I have worked closely with every 
Chief of Naval Operations since Admi-
ral Clark was Ensign Clark. 

A child of the Midwest, Admiral 
Clark is a graduate of Evangel College 
and holds a master’s degree in business 
administration from the University of 
Arkansas. It is this Nation’s great for-
tune that Admiral Clark heard the call 
of the sea and attended Officer’s Can-
didate School, receiving his commis-
sion in August 1968. 

His first sea duty tour was aboard 
USS John W. Weeks, DD 701. One of the 
first things Admiral Clark did upon as-
suming his present post was to obtain 
the picture that formally hung in the 
wardroom of USS John W. Weeks to re-
mind him of where he came from and 
to keep his focus on the fleet. 

Admiral Clark has had the good for-
tune to spend more than half of his ca-
reer in command. The Navy recognized 
early on his potential for leadership 
when as a lieutenant he commanded 
USS Grand Rapids, PG98. He would go 
on command USS McCloy, FF 1038, USS 
Spruance, DD 963, the Fleet Anti-Sub-
marine Training Center Atlantic, De-
stroyer Squadron One Seven, Destroyer 
Squadron Five, Cruiser Destroyer 
Group Three, Second Fleet, and the 
U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 

On those rare occasions when Admi-
ral Clark was not in command, he 
served in a series of increasingly chal-
lenging shore assignments. He com-
pleted assignments as the Special As-
sistant to the Director of the Systems 
Analysis Division in the Office of the 
Chief of Naval Operations, the Admin-
istrative Assistant to the Deputy Chief 
of Naval Operations, Surface Warfare, 
and as the Administrative Aide to the 
Vice Chief of Naval Operations. He 
served as head of the Cruiser-Destroyer 
Combat Systems Requirements Section 
and Force Anti-Submarine Warfare Of-
ficer for the Commander, Naval Sur-
face Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, and he 
directed the Joint Staff’s Crisis Action 
Team for Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm. 

Admiral Clark first hoisted his flag 
aboard the U.S. Transportation Com-
mand where he was Director of both 
Plans and Policy, J5 and Financial 
Management and Analysis, J8. While 
commanding the Carl Vinson Battle 
Group, he deployed to the Arabian Gulf 
and later served as the Deputy Com-

mander, Joint Task Force Southwest 
Asia. Admiral Clark has also served as 
the Deputy and Chief of Staff, United 
States Atlantic Fleet; the Director of 
Operations, J3 and subsequently Direc-
tor of the Joint Staff. 

Admiral Clark assumed his duties in 
peacetime on July 21, 2000. Sitting in 
his office on September 11, 2001, war 
came to Admiral Clark’s Navy when 
American Airlines flight 77 hit the 
Pentagon just a few yards from where 
he was sitting. Since that day he has 
skillfully led the Navy in the global 
war against terrorism. Throughout this 
time, he has continued to focus on his 
top five priorities manpower, current 
readiness, future readiness, quality of 
service and alignment. Chief among 
those priorities is manpower. Admiral 
Clark is fond of saying that the Navy is 
winning the war for people. That is due 
in no small part to his leadership dur-
ing this difficult time. 

Standing beside this officer through-
out his superb career has been his wife 
Connie, a woman to whom he owes 
much. She has been his key supporter, 
devoting her life to her husband, to her 
family, and to the men and women of 
the Navy family. She has traveled by 
his side for these many years visiting 
the fleet. Her sacrifice and devotion 
have served as an example and inspira-
tion for others. This team has served 
our Navy well and we will miss them 
both. 

With these words before the Senate, I 
seek to recognize Admiral Clark for his 
unswerving loyalty to the Navy and 
this great Nation. We thank him and 
wish Vern, his wife Connie, and his 
sons Jeffery and Christopher fair winds 
and following seas as they continue 
forward in what will most assuredly re-
main lives of service to our country. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CONGRATULATING KANSAN 
ANDREW WOJTANIK 

∑ Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, it 
is a great honor for me to recognize 
today a young Kansan who has been 
nationally recognized for his intel-
ligence and outstanding participation 
in the 16th annual National Geographic 
World Championship Geography Bee in 
Budapest, Hungary. Andrew Wojtanik, 
of Overland Park, KS, won gold for the 
2004 National Geographic Bee, and has 
also published a book, called Afghani-
stan to Zimbabwe: Country Facts that 
Helped Me Win the National Geo-
graphic Bee. 

Then 14-year old-Andrew was among 
three young Americans to compete 
against over 5 million students from all 
over the world. In preparation for the 5 
day world championship, Andrew com-
piled a 432-page study guide with infor-
mation on 193 countries around the 
world. After Andrew’s guide was pub-
lished by National Geographic Society, 
he was congratulated by the United 
States Congress on the floor of the 

House of Representatives. The House 
passed House Resolution 815 in honor of 
Andrew as the champion of the Na-
tional Geographic World Champion-
ship. 

Andrew Wojtanik’s recognition for 
the Geographic Bee is well deserved. 
His commitment to understanding the 
world helped America defend its cham-
pionship title in the 2004 National Geo-
graphic Bee. 

Today, I join the United States Con-
gress in recognizing and paying tribute 
to this extraordinary young American. 
Andrew Wojtanik is a true champion, 
and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing this young man for his out-
standing achievement in the 2004 Na-
tional Geographic World Champion-
ship.∑ 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TURNER COUNTY FAIR 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor and publicly recognize 
the 125th anniversary of the Turner 
County Fair. From August 14 through 
August 18, 2005, the citizens of Turner 
County will gather in Parker, SD, to 
celebrate their proud past as well as 
their hope for a promising future. 

The Turner County Fair is South Da-
kota’s oldest fair, first organized by 
the Turner County Agricultural Soci-
ety and held on October 13 and 14 of 
1880. 

Since then, the fair has grown into a 
major event. This year, more than 
65,000 people are expected to visit dur-
ing the 4 days of festivities, and 
fairgoers will be treated to a rich vari-
ety of entertainment. Scheduled activi-
ties include a parade, races, concerts, a 
carnival, a livestock show, and a rodeo. 
The fair will end with a fireworks dis-
play that the local newspaper, the 
Southeast Trumpet, has advertised as 
‘‘bigger and better than ever.’’ 

I would especially like to recognize 
the Turner County 4–H Club for their 
part in this event. Turner County 4–H 
has played a leading role in the fair for 
the last 103 years and will figure promi-
nently again this year. The local Jay-
cees Club, fire department, and a num-
ber of other community organizations 
also deserve recognition for their par-
ticipation in organizing and producing 
this event. 

For 125 years, the Turner County 
Fair has brought citizens together to 
celebrate their heritage, their commu-
nities, and their shared hopes. It is in-
deed a privilege for me to officially rec-
ognize its anniversary today, and to 
wish the citizens of Turner County an-
other 125 years of prosperity and happi-
ness.∑ 
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JUNKO CUSHMAN 

∑ Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I wish to 
submit to the record the following res-
olution regarding the passing of Junko 
Cushman. Beloved by all her friends 
and neighbors, Junko always found 
time to serve her community. Whether 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 03:31 Jul 26, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00057 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G25JY6.020 S25JYPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-20T11:04:27-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




